UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS COMMITTEE

October 30, 2014
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM by Britton Mckay, Chair.
Members and Visitors Present

Cordelia Zinskie, Robert Dunham, Alice Hall, Chris Geyerman, Azell Francis, Christine Whitlock, Tom Kleinlein, Chris MacDonald, Britton McKay, Frank Hook,  Megan Heller, Charles Glover, Kathy Thornton, Cynthia Frost, Andrew Hansen, Rob Whitaker, Cathy Beene, Keith Roughton, Jeff Blythe, Kyle Speer
Approval of Minutes
· The minutes of the September 25, 2014 meeting were unanimously approved.
Introduction of Guest by Tom Kleinlein:
· Kyle Speer – Strength & Conditioning
· Can have 400-500 student athletes at any one time.
· Support staff of 2 fulltime, 2 GA’s
· Use Excel to work around class schedule and practice schedule; Start at 5am

· They are with these athletes year round so develop good relationships; give advice

· Supplements: Let’s them know what is and isn’t legal; he is proactive, not reactive
Athletic Foundation Update


Frank Hook:
· Franks last meeting, Kevin Bostian will be taking over
· Annual fund 2013 – 1611 donors,  1704 donors in 2014
· Nelson family recognized tonight, gave for field of dreams, 5 transition 20 members in their family.
· Million dollar donation and recognized for HOF

· They love Ga. Southern and have many Alumni employees.
· 1.5 M all cash from this family.
· Frank will be working closely with Kevin bringing him up to speed

· Thank you frank for doing this while retired, over 40 years of service.
Financial Update


Jeff Blythe: 

· Budget Report handout
· Doing well with travel budgets.
Schedule Approvals


Cathy Beene: 

· 1 schedule to be approved, last of year.  Indoor and Outdoor Track & Field. The schedule is in compliance with NCAA bylaws and institutional guidelines.  Approved.
SAAC President’s Update


Megan Heller: 
· William James, 28 SA’s volunteered for drug prevention. Red ribbon week.  

· Each team will send box to ULM for tornado that rolled through campus.  Over 2m in damage. 

· Community Service in SAACS
· Each team will pick 2 programs

· Women’s Tennis chose hospital visits
Athletics Update

Tom Kleinlein:
· Women’s soccer tournament next week. Play App St. 1st rd.
· Cross Country done a good job this year

· Very pleased with FB.  Biggest challenge on Thursday, kids going to class on Thursday before game.
· Basketball, private scrimmage this Sunday against Mercer (they beat Duke).
· Hanner reopen and running, 

· Cost of attendance – all presidents will vote for this in next few weeks.  We are highest in conference.  
· We will need to raise an additional million dollars a year.

· Ton of things that need to be worked out. Steve Patterson model – 10000 per year on top of scholarships.

· If you pay a Pell Grant full cost and with obannon we could have individuals getting 16000 a year on top of scholarships.

· Full scholarship for us is 17000, state wide is 23000
· Pell Grant towards cost of attendance?
· All of this started from College Football Playoff making 675M for all 3 games.  
· Will make more money than superbowl.  TK talked with nfl, nobody is watching nfl Thursday games who are trying to compete with college.  
· Everyone thinks we have all this money but we don’t.
· GI Bill - 1.3 B,   NCAA - 900 M,  
· 38-40 percent come from single parent homes so we are really helping a lot of people who couldn’t afford it.

· Bowl eligible – must be 72 teams eligible.  There have always been enough bowl teams though. It is possible although it has never happened before.
FAR Update

Chris Geyerman:

· Sun Belt Meeting - FAR group – 
· Going to promote academic achievement more in Sun Belt.  
· Right now only 2 grad scholarships, going to increase it.   
· A lot of uncertainty in college sports right now.

· Need to talk about absence policy to go to Keel for athletes on official GSU business.  

· NCAA recommends that no limit to FAR terms.  
· FAR’s don’t change jobs as much as Presidents and ADs 

· Important for FAR’s to establish relationships over time.

· Geyerman has been our FAR for 9 years.  
Student Athlete Services Update

Alan Woodrum:

· Hope to have someone in first of next year to replace Ali Ruff

· Priority registration Tuesday.  We had b/w 15-20 academic advisors helping athletes register

· Jennifer Bryant new Asst. Director.

· SA scholarship.  All 3.0 Student-Athletes recognized at half time tonight.

· SAS Presentations– 
· Would everyone like all of your professors to hear about SAS and what they do? 
· Maybe do a presentation 10 min in each college to let faculty know we are all on one team.  
·  The UNC Scandal is going to get blown up in media so we need to show how we run things when people start asking.

· Director of SAS Job –
· NCAA eligibility, staying compliant, and still trying to get these kids through school. 
· Must be leaders in stressful situations.  Must be a supervisor in sas environment.  
· This is a national search.  TK will recruit and Alan will run search.  
New Business
· Absence Policy:

· Dr Keel, Thompson, and Provost all supported. In faculty senate handbook already.  Figuring out how to change it in handbook.  The SGA still determining where they need to go to get all this approved.  
· This is a SGA proposal for all University Sponsored Events.
· For students that are required to be away from class.  If we have a unified message. SGA is getting this all together and getting approvals from everyone.   
· It should not be up to each individual faculty member. 
· It is not right. There needs to be a policy that all Professors must follow.  
· There should be Consequences lined out also for Professor’s who refuse to follow the new rules if instated.  

· For frequent offenders who refuse to comply they should be made aware that Dr. Keel has the ability to terminate anyone regardless of their tenure or what the Tenure Review Board says if he feels he is justified.
Old Business
· None.
Next Meeting

· November 20th
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 AM.
